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Time fries. First held in 2001, “BIWAKO BIENNALE” marks its fifth exhibition this year. Over these past
years, we have seen drastic changes in social conditions. Above all, the Tohoku earthquake, of which
the extensive damage is mainly attributable to human error, confirmed our long-held fear, leaving deep
scars in the hearts of many people. Japan, the only atom-bombed country in the world, should have
known better than to build one nuclear power plant after another even after the Chernobyl nuclear
accident. And don't forget, humans are not the only victims of the catastrophe. Among those radiation-
contaminated are many other living things, mountains, the sea, air, and the Earth itself.

What is the meaning of human existence on this planet? Who do they think they are using violence

against their own mother planet?

What was written in the introduction to the first exhibition of “BIWAKO BIENNALE” held at the dawn
of the 21st century was a faint hope — a hope that we could be more aware of the history of killings
among the same human race, which was to be overcome. This hope is yet to come true; there is
always a battle going on somewhere around the globe.The Fukushima nuclear disaster has brought to
light anew the defects in human nature. This tragedy involves more than just disputes among people.

| understand this is sufficiently serious to threaten our planet.

And yet, is the human race worthy of living on Earth any longer?

If such human beings still have the right to exist on Earth, it might be found in “art” they create. The
only meaning of human existence might be that they are the only beings on the earth that can create
and be inspired by impressive music and art works, although it is also humans who keep repeating

the same stupidities over and over again.

Not only artistic fields such as paintings and sculptures can be art. My definition of artist is anyone, in
any field — say, science or sports-, who develops him or herself to the maximum, resulting in inspiring

other people.

Let’s not lose hope as long as we have the ability to be amazed by something beautiful! If we keep
trying to change our attitude, we can go so far as to open a new chapter of our history. | won't give

this hope up.
The theme of this “BIWAKO BIENNALE” is Fairy Tale. There are fairy tales and folk stories of unknown
authorship all over the world. It also is not known exactly when those stories appeared, but they

continue to be handed down through future generations.

Let’s travel back in time to the roots of these fairy tales and take a moment to reflect on ourselves. We

will then recognize humans as well as other organisms were equally born to the mother Earth.

Nothing would make me happier if this “BIWAKO BIENNALE” could be a small step for our visitors
to maintain their own stories.

For me, “BIWAKO BIENNALE” is as a magnificent symphony to play together with many people. This
symphony will reach to the level of perfection as a work of art when all of us including the audience

are filled with deep emotion.

Finally, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to all those involved.

BIWAKO BIENNALE Director Yoko Nakata
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