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BIWAKO BIENNALE 2016

Countless stars sparkling in the night sky
One among them is my star

A life I live on Earth describes a trajectory up to the star

Intertwining with other trajectories in space

And reflecting an image on Earth

Eternal Dream

What did Gaia, Mother Earth, dream when she created humanity?

Where is the destination of each of our eternal dreams we are still chasing?

BIWAKO BIENNALE in this time will take you on a journey to trace the paths of dreaming stars floating in space.

Now, a magnificent spectacle “Eternal Dream” of artists will begin...

Preface

BIWAKO BIENNALE was first established in year 2001 in
the city of Otsu. The base of operations for this festival
relocated to Omihachiman in 2004. This year, we are

delighted to showcase our exhibition for the seventh time.

Previously, we have been fortunate to hold our exhibition at
Tenraikyu - formally named Kitari-Tei (residence of Kita). A
renowned Japanese Novelist and Buddhist Monk Sokyu
Genyu renamed this rich, historic structure in 2008 and it had
been a pleasure hosting our exhibition there. However, due to
unforeseen circumstances, we have decided to relocate our

exhibition to a new venue.

With generous assistance from the local community, we
have found a new venue alternative to Tenraikyu and we are
now delighted to re-launch our exhibition. This year, we will
be hosting BIWAKO BIENNALE at the Machiya Club as our
main venue among 10 venues, which originally used to be

operated for nearly 300 years as a sake brewery.

The theme of this venue is ‘water’ - a major component
during sake production. Although sake is no longer produced
in this location, there is still a well here for extracting water
that was a staple during production. It brings us great
pleasure to present such beautiful artwork by talented artists

in this vicinity.

A young artist Masato Tanaka constructed his artwork in
the largest space at Machiya Club. There is a well’s water
canal going through the tunnel and he has used this as part of

his feature piece. At the stairwell to the upper floor, a fish

lamp moves up and down continuously as a feature. This was
created so it felt like the lamp was descending, as if it is
reaching the groundwater channel. The lamp sinks straight
into the well-shaped cistern, which was placed just under it.
The fresh water drips from the lamp that pulls it up from the

well to the upper floor level.

On the upper floor, the magnificent artwork of salt by
Motoi Yamamoto is spread across the floor. The brilliant

figure is designed to remind us of the earth seen from space.

And there are many other various artworks displayed at this
exhibition that are full of emotions that will leave us with

strong sensations.

BIWAKO BIENNALE is not a large-scale art festival.
However, we carefully curated this show to fit the building’s
historical style, paying respect to its long past and lives of

people who lived at the location.

We feel deeply blessed to make BIWAKO BIENNALE
flourish again in Omihachiman, a town full of history and

that is blessed with culture.

While we have enjoyed our time at Tenraikyu, we hope this
new location will bring new life and continue our legacy in the
days ahead. We would like to give our sincerest gratitude to

those who has supported this event.

Director Yoko Nakata
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in-collaboration with circle side

“Resonance with Light” 2016 0il painting / Canvas / Projector
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